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The friendship between India and Japan has a long history rooted in spiritual 

affinity and strong cultural and civilizational ties. Over the years, the two 

countries have built upon these values and created a partnership based on 

both principle and pragmatism. Today, India is the largest democracy in Asia 

and Japan the most prosperous.  

 

India’s earliest documented direct contact with Japan was with the Todaiji 

Temple in Nara, where the consecration or eye-opening of the towering statue 

of lord Buddha was performed by an Indian monk, Bodhisena, in 752 AD. 

Among other Indians closely associated with Japan were the Hindu leader 

Swami Vivekananda, Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore, enterpreneur JRD 

Tata, freedom fighter Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose and Judge Radha Binod 

Pal. The Japan-India Association was set up in 1903, and is today the oldest 

international friendship body in Japan. 
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   PARTNERS FOR COMMON DEVELOPMENT  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout the various phases of history since civilizational contacts between 

India and Japan began some 1400 years ago, the two countries have never 

been adversaries. 

 

The beginning of the 21st Century witnessed a dramatic transformation in 

bilateral ties. Guided by the strategic vision of Prime Minister Yoshiro Mori, the 

leadership of the two countries, cutting across party lines, recognised the merit 

of substantive bilateral engagement. Recognition of the mutual advantage in 

enhancing and widening the ambit of the bilateral relationship has driven India-

Japan ties in the past decade and a half. 

 

During the recent official visit of  Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Japan from 30 

August - 3 September 2014, two Prime Ministers decided to create a 

relationship that will shape the course of their countries and the character of this 

region and the world in this century. 

 

The outcomes of the discussions to enhance further cooperation  is provided in 

this factsheet : 



INDIA-JAPAN :  FACTSHEET 



INVESTMENT 



FOOD & AGRICULTURE 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 



PEOPLE TO PEOPLE EXCHANGES 



CONNECTIVITY & COOPERATION 

MARITIME AFFAIRS 



DISASTER  RISK  REDUCTION  & 

COOPERATION  IN  AFRICA 

SKILL DEVELOPMENT  

******************** 


