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ICCR organises 9th Edition of the India International Folk Festival 2025 
 

The 9th Edition of the India International Folk Festival 2025 was inaugurated on October 

4, 2025 at Central Park, New Delhi with an evening that shimmered with music, 

movement and the magic of cultural connection. The ceremony began with the lighting 

of the lamp by Mrs. K. Nandini Singla, Director General of ICCR, marking the start of a 

truly global celebration. The Chief Guest, Mrs. K. Nandini Singla, addressed the 

audience with inspiring words that set the tone for the festival. The stage came alive 

with captivating folk performances from different States of India, Armenia and DR 

Congo, each telling its story through rhythm, colour and soul. From traditional chants to 

dynamic drum beats, every act celebrated the harmony of cultures coming together. A 

night of friendship, art and rhythm, where the world danced as one. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Glimpses of ICCR 
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20th East Asia Summit 

 

H. E. Dr. S. Jaishankar, Hon’ble External Affairs Minister participated in the 20th East 

Asia Summit held at Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC) and presented India’s 

National Statement as he highlighted the growing concerns of supply chain reliability 

and market access, and the constriction on energy trade. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Global Outreach 
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19th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) & 

12th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM-PLUS) 

 

On October 30 to November 2, 2025, Hon’ble Raksha Mantri H. E. Shri Rajnath Singh 

attended the 19th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) & 12th ASEAN Defence 

Ministers’ Meeting Plus (ADMM-PLUS). The Defence Minister of India held a fruitful 

meeting with the Defence Minister of Malaysia, YB Dato’ Seri Mohamed Khaled Nordin 

in Kuala Lumpur. The discussions focused on further strengthening the India-Malaysia 

defence partnership and exploring new avenues of cooperation to enhance regional 

peace, stability and security. 
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Radhe! Radhe! Premiere 

at 19th Annual Debaprasad Award Celebration of Tridhara 
 

On October 25, 2025, Radhe! Radhe! – The Sweet Surrender Gala Premiere presented 

by Kala Kalp Sanskrutik Sansthan, (helmed by dancer / director Dr. Atasi Mishra), was 

staged by Odissi maestro, Padma Shri Datuk Ramli Ibrahim along with his troupe, 

concluding their multi-city India tour with the enchanting production at the 19th Annual 

Debaprasad Award Celebration of Tridhara. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture Source: BERNAMA 
 
 

Bilateral Cultural interaction 
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Gandhi Jayanthi 

On October 1, 2025, NSCBICC celebrated Gandhi Jayanti commemorating the 156th birth 

anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, who devoted his life to the pursuit of truth (Satya), nonviolence 

(Ahimsa) and justice for all. The event commenced with shradhanjali (offering flowers) to Mahatma 

Gandhi’s portrait followed by welcome address by Ms. Vijayalakshmy Sunderrajan, Director of 

NSCBICC, setting the tone for an evening of reflection and cultural expression. 

 

   

 

Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas 

On November 15, NSCBICC celebrated the birth anniversary of Bhagwan Birsa Munda, the legendary 

freedom fighter and tribal leader of the country as ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas’. This is a special initiative by 

the Government of India whom had declared November 15 as a tribute day for Bhagawan Birsa Munda to 

commemorate the contributions of tribal communities in national history and culture and motivate the 

coming generations for protecting our cultural heritage and national pride. This year, is the culmination of 

the 150th Birth Anniversary of the Bhagwan Birsa Munda. 

 
 

Events | October – December 2025 
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International Gita Mahotsav 2025 

 

NSCBICC and High Commission of India, Kuala Lumpur celebrated International Gita Mahotsav (IGM) 

2025 with series of lectures on Bhagavad Gita verses at four locations in Malaysia. This initiative of 

the Government of Haryana in collaboration with Kurukshetra Development Board aimed to promote 

the teachings of the Shrimad Bhagavad Gita across the world. Inaugural of Geeta Jayanti Mahayagna 

in collaboration with Geeta Ashram was the first session held at Geeta Ashram on November 14, 2025. 

Here, Ms. Pummy Sharma delivered a lecture on Chapter 1: The Yoga of Despondency of Arjuna. The 

second session was hosted by Sri Kunj Bihari Temple, Penang at their premises from November 14 – 

16, 2025 on ‘Essence of Bhagavad Gita’. This lecture was organised in partnership with Wisdom World 

Centre, Malaysia focused on ‘Bhagavad Gita – The Yoga of Action (Chapter 3B Verses 25 – 43)’. The 

third session which was officiated by High Commissioner, H. E. Shri B. N. Reddy, from November 18 

– 20, 2025 at Multipurpose Hall, NSCBICC. The final session was organised at the southern region, 

Johor on the ‘Essence of Bhagavad Gita’ from November 21 – 23, 2025 at Shirdi Sai Baba Centre, 

Johor Bahru. An exhibition was also organised at all these locations on the verses and key points of 

Gita. Shri Vinayji, Founder of Wisdom Foundation delivered his lectures at Penang, Kuala Lumpur and 

Johor. Verses were sung by his followers and conveyed how the messages delivered in Bhagavad 

Gita provides understanding of the deeper psychology of action, desire, discipline and self-mastery. 
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Kathak and Carnatic Vocal Outreach Programme with Kumpulan Selendang Perak 

(Perak State Government’s Dance Troupe) 

 

NSCBICC in collaboration with Kumpulan Selendang Perak (Perak State Government’s Dance 

Troupe) and Greentown Indian Cultural Society Ipoh has launched a 3-month Cultural Outreach 

Programme wherein every Wednesday from December 2025 to February 2026 the Perak State 

dancers and musicians will train at NSCBICC. The first class kicked off on December 10, 2025, where 

enthusiastic students from Perak immersed themselves in Carnatic Vocal Music basics with 

confidence and also learned the basic fundamental footwork and hand movements of Kathak from the 

Teachers of Indian Culture. NSCBICC believes that, establishing collaboration with Malaysian 

Governmental agencies would foster greater cultural co-operation and People-To-People connect 

between India and Malaysia. This is also keeping in with the spirit of the Programme of Cooperation 

in the field of Culture, Arts and Heritage, signed during the visit by Hon’ble Prime Minister of Malaysia 

YAB Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim to India in August 2024. 
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From November 11 – 13, 2025 ‘Sarbabharatiya Kala Spandan’ Art Exhibition and Cultural Programme 

event held at Multipurpose Hall, NSCBICC. The event was orgamised by Sarbabharatiya Sangeet-O-

Sanskriti Parishad, Kolkata. Their art exhibition was inaugurated by Director NSCBICC, Ms. 

Vijayalakshmy Sunderrajan. 

   

From November 24 – 26, 2025, Swami Satprakashananda Saraswati, Traditional Hindu Spiritual 

Learning Centre, Malaysia and Mr. Sivananda, Vedanta Society, Kuala Lumpur represented Malaysia at 

the prestigious 10th International Gita Mahotsav (IGM) 2025, jointly organised by the Ministry of External 

Affairs (MEA), Government of India and the State Government of Haryana. 

   

On December 23, 2025, High Commission of India, Kuala Lumpur in collaboration with Malaysian 

Association of Traditional Indian Medicine (PEPTIM) observed 10th Ayurveda Day, under the theme 

“Ayurveda for People and Planet.”  

Picture gallery 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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January 2026 Intake for Yoga, Kathak and Hindi Classes @ NSCBICC 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What's New 
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Library @ nscbicc 
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Multipurpose hall @ nscbicc 
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Contact us 

 


